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Notes from the Executive Director
Covid 19
We are working
continuously to respond to
the Covid 19 pandemic.
Our understanding has
grown on the preventative
measures that should be
taken. At this point, we
should all be getting used
to the restrictions and the
added efforts it takes to be
safe– wearing masks,
social distancing, hand
hygiene, being selective in
our social outings, etc. I
understand that it is
wearying to remain at high
vigilance for extended
periods of time. However,
as the holidays approach,
with our community Covid
positive numbers at an alltime high, I urge everyone
to continue to be alert and
refrain from situations in
which you cannot practice
Covid safety precautions.

BE SAFE!

Executive Director
Transitions
I have fully assumed the
role of executive director as
September 30th saw the last
day of work at ABiLITY
for Darleen Hainline. She
gave her time and talents to
us for over 23 years for
which we are grateful.
As I orient myself to this
new role, my immediate
focus is on making sure
everyone at ABiLITY has
supports to stay safe during
Covid. After that, I am
jumping in with both feet
regarding advocating for
the awesome people we
serve, moving our offices to
St. Clair & making
connections with other
community organizations
for future collaboration.

Lori Schaedler
Executive Director

Additionally, as I get to
know Larry Ley, recently
promoted to Associate
Executive Director of
ABiLITY, I know I can
say the same for him!

Although we will not be
having the traditional
celebration for employee
appreciation day this
month, we hope to create
I would like everyone to
opportunities to let
know that I fully support
everyone know how
the open-door policy and
encourage people to set
important they are to our
times with me as they wish. mission!

ABiLITY Mission
ABiLITY is committed to enhancing the lives of individuals with
developmental disabilities through education and supports that foster
social growth and opportunity.
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What’s Happening at ABiLITY
It’s a Parade!

Reaching for the Stars!

ABiLITY is excited to ring in the holiday season by participating in our community parades. Please be on the look
out for the opportunity to sign up for
the parades listed below. We plan on
using a vehicle similar to the one pictured below. So thanks to Midwest Military Equipment, people will be riding
in style!
Washington:
Union:
Sullivan:
St. Clair:

Friday, Nov 27..6pm
Friday, Dec 11...6pm
Saturday, Dec. 5, time TBD
Saturday, December 12..6pm

The date has been set for July 31st
in the hopes that we will be well
past the pandemic and can come
together for a night of fun and
giving!
Thank you for your interest and
stay tuned for other opportunities
to support ABiLITY in fulfilling
it’s mission.
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Who’s Who at ABiLITY
Lori Schaedler, MS, BCBA. Executive Director
Larry Ley, Associate Executive & Financial Director
Teresa Barylski, Director of People Operations
Dennis Kramme, Community Relations Coordinator
Tom Beck, Director of IT and Facilities
Grace Garlock, Director of Support Services
Angie Smallwood, Assistant Director of Support Services
Clara Wilson, Director of Early Intervention
Sally LaVigne, Director of Behavioral Supports
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ABiLITY Spotlight
Michelle Straatmann chose to
end her 10-year career as a
stay-at-home mother of four
boys during a pandemic and
we are so happy she did! She
started working as our
accountant in March when all
the Covid catastrophe was just
starting. Prior to choosing to
spend her time and energies
raising her 4 boys, she had
graduated from SMSU and
then worked as an accountant
in downtown St. Louis and
more locally in Washington
and Krakow.
Michelle is savvy about
numbers and very kind. She
was worried about making
such a huge change in her and
her family’s lives and feels
fortunate for what she
considers an easy transition
back into the workforce. Its
because of the people at
ABiLITY! She feels blessed to
do meaningful work with such
good people.

When Michelle is not crunching the numbers, she enjoys
horseback riding, being on the water in their boat and
spending time with her kids.

Welcome, Michelle!

Tin Man Award
ABiLITY has established an award called the “Tin Man Award” to
recognize individuals who go beyond the norm to provide services to
persons with developmental disabilities in Franklin County.
The inspiration for this award was the Tin Man in the film “The Wizard
of Oz”. This award has been presented to ABiLITY staff for their
dedication to their consumers, co-workers, or community. If you know
anyone who has gone above and beyond for you or your family please
let us know so we can recognize them.

Doing
All
Things
With
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